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of Henry the sixt" is a misprint for "The first part/*
the explanation covers the whole case. The registra-
tion of Antony and Ckopatra was superfluous, as it had
been entered, though not printed, so far as we know,
on May 20, 1608.

There are thus in the First Folio, the publication of
which immediately followed this entry in 1623, twenty
plays not before issued, for which the text of this
volume is our sole authority. The emphasis so com-
monly placed on the supreme value of the text of the
First Folio is justified with regard to these twenty
plays; as for the remaining seventeen, its importance
is shared, in proportions varying from play to play,
with the texts of the Quartos. The sources from which
the compilers of the Folio obtained their new material
were in all probability playhouse copies, as in the case
of the better Quartos. Heminge and Condell, Shake-
speare's actor colleagues and friends, who sign the Ad-
dress to the Readers, would obviously be the instru-
ments for obtaining such copies. As for the so-called
** private transcripts'* which some have postulated as
a source of material, there is no evidence that at this
date any such existed. Whether any of the playhouse
manuscripts provided by Heminge and Condell were in
Shakespeare's autograph we can neither affirm nor deny,
but it is well to be cautious in accepting at its face
value the implication contained in their words that
they had ** scarce received from him a blot in his
papers."